
Together, we are Opening Doors and Opening M inds by provid ing Turkmen youth w ith the 
resources, opportunities and support they need to become educated and civic-minded adults.
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Working together, we made 2010 a year of tremendous growth for our 
beneficiaries and for the Foundation itself.

Here’s why we think this growth will continue. We entered 2011 with 
an outstanding full-time Executive Director and the largest network 
of dedicated volunteers to date. We also entered the year with a 
professional Board of outstanding leaders in business, academia and 
the non-profit sector. We— the members of the Board—are personally 
committed to sustaining and increasing last year’s growth and energy 
into 2011 and the years beyond.

A true measure of what we have accomplished in the past year is, 
perhaps, impossible at this juncture. In the grand ledger of our work, 
under the “outcomes” column, there is a long-term impact we cannot 
here account for. But this impact is deep, and it is positive. The 
Foundation provides the next generation of Turkmen the opportunity 
to engage in a meaningful exchange of ideas with the world, and the 
West. The past five years show it can be done. Here’s to the next fifty. 
Thank you for being such an important part of this project.

Hormat bilen,

Kenyon Weaver

At the very heart of TYCVF, we are united by the simple idea that 
we can come together, pool our resources and talents and do 
something good in the world.  This year because of you, we were 
able to directly impact the lives of more than 400 young Turkmen. 
 In 2010, we established successful new programs including the 
Turkmen Mentors Program and the Karakum Scholars 
Roundtable that empower Turkmen youth to pursue higher 
education and become active citizens in their communities.

The energy and passion of our volunteers, students and donors 
have been the catalyst for the growth and expansion of TYCVF 
programming this year.  It is this energy that will spur us on to 
continue to develop and expand our programming to meet the 
growing demands from young Turkmen.  Nearly every week, we 
receive new requests from Turkmen who want to be involved in 
the work of the Foundation because they believe in our mission, 
and they need what the Foundation provides.

Every day we strive to Open Doors and Open Minds, because 
when we provide young Turkmen with educational opportunities, 
resources and support, we unlock their potential to be responsible 
and caring citizens of the world.  Thank you for being a part of our 
mission and our successes, and for believing that together, we can 
truly make a difference.

Sincerely,

Sarah Lange
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Dear Friends



Kenyon Weaver, Board Chair

Jill M iller, Treasurer

Laura Adams

Robert Hsu

Amy McGoldrick

Jenik Radon

2010 Board of Directors

Our hardworking volunteers make all of the programming that 
TYCVF provides possible. The volunteers who manage our 

programs and oversee different areas of the Foundation are made up 
of returned Peace Corps Volunteers and Turkmen citizens.*  Because 
of their experience and knowledge of Turkmenistan and Turkmen 
culture, they are able to guide and inform the development of our 
programs to be culturally sensitive and effective.

Sari Long Director of Development
Katy Dieters Director of Program Development
Chris Schirm Director of Communications
Kelly C. Webmaster
Shan Shi Program Manager for the Turkmen Mentors Program
Casey Farrar Program Manager for the Turkmen Mentors Program
Casey Farrar Program Manager for Community Development
Luisa Angelsmith Program Manager for Community Development
Ginny Winter Program Manager for the Honor Spingarn/Martin 
                                        Luther King Jr. Scholarship
Isaac Scarborough Program Manager for the Karakum Scholars Roundtable
Adam Ferguson Program Manager for the Foundation Curriculum
Isaac Scarborough Program Manager for the Foundation Curriculum

* Names of Turkmen citizens omitted from this report.
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Students enjoy ing their time at summer camp.



In 2010, TYCVF released the 3rd Edition of the Turkmen 
College Guide.  This edition was produced with the 

help of nearly 30 Turkmen students who researched, 
edited and wrote the College Guide.  

Copies were distributed throughout Turkmenistan, and 
the College Guide is always available on our website at 
www.tycvf.org.  This resource provides Turkmen
students with the information they need to make well-
informed decisions about pursuing a university education 
in the United States.

                          

  •  1 Turkmen student was awarded a full-ride Honor 
      Spingarn /MLK Jr. Scholarship to study at the American    
      University in Bulgaria.

  •  14 youth camps and seminars were organized and took 
      place in all 5 welayats of Turkmenistan: Ahal, 
      Balkan, Dashoguz, Lebap and Mary.

  •  372 Turkmen youth directly participated in these camps 
      and seminars and 12 young Turkmen led and 
      directed these programs.

  •  The 1st Annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable was held 
      for 18 Turkmen students in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

  •  Participants in the Karakum Scholars Roundtable 
      organized an English language camp for 65 young 
      children in Turkmenabat. The participants also organized a 
      Student Debate and Conflict Resolution Conference for 17 
      Turkmen students in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

  •  19 Turkmen students were paired with mentors in the 
      first year of the Turkmen Mentors Program.

  •  The 3rd Annual Turkmen College Guide was published 
      and distributed throughout Turkmenistan. 
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2010 H ighlights



Dear TYCVF community,

These are certainly exciting times for the Foundation. The unprecedented generosity of 
our ever-growing community of donors has enabled dramatic growth and 
organizational transformation in 2010. If there were any phrases that exceed 
“exceptionally grateful” or “wildly appreciative” in expressing my gratitude to our 
contributors, I would use those now. I sometimes shake my head in amazement as I 
consider our increasingly diverse donor base and past four years of remarkable growth.

To provide a sense of the changes and accomplishments of the Foundation’s 
development operations, a few highlights from this past year are listed below:

  •  Created a corps of volunteer Development Consultants to advise the 
       Foundation on fundraising strategy.
  •  Established short and long-term development goals to coincide with the 
       selection of a new Board of Directors.
  •  Facilitated private fundraisers in Arizona, Boston and Washington, D.C.
  •  Won two major institutional grants.
  •  Grew our donor database by 55%.
  •  Increased our Individual donations by more than 63%.
  •  Expanded our Institutional support by more than 46%.
  •  Achieved a 19% increase in automatic monthly donors.

With more volunteers, donors, institutional interest, varied 
sources of support and a sharpened focus on organizational 
development, the Foundation is ready to provide even more 
opportunities to the people of Turkmenistan in 2011.

None of this would be possible without our incredible donor 
base — thank you, and please continue to keep in touch with 
the TYCVF community. There is so much good to be done!

                                                                                    
                                   Köp sag bolun,

                                           Sari
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Development

Gifts from Individuals $15,255.63  $24,827.29
(+63%) 

Grants $29,020.00  $44,430.00
(+46%)

Other Revenue (Interest) $274.22  $23.25
 
Total Revenue $44,549.85  $67,280.54 

Direct Program Services $31,314.44  $39,597.78
to Turkmen 

Management and $9,449.57  $32,855.37
Operating Costs 

Fundraising  $986.37  $1,197.98

Total Operating Expenses $40,764.01  $73,651.13 



Jane Griffiths
Scott Milgroom
Emily Canning
Mitch & Jenn Green
Tom Scheuring
James Johnston
Derek & Adelina Wood
Amanda Bowman
Ben Wasserstein & Julia Turner
Casey Farrar
Jennifer Wistrand
Patricia Sexton
Rick & Meredith Farace
Rohit Shah
Rick & Jane Giovannetti
Nicole & Kevin Dorn
Jesse Horner
Klaus Dehlinger
Ken & Elizabeth Johnson
Paul Calluzzo
Anna Miller & Kaveh Nezafati
Kathryn Maack
Rick & Terry Vihlen
Sanjyot Mehendale
Stanley & Janet Maleski
Stephen & Luisa Angelsmith
Michael & Cindy Wood
Brett Watson
Dennis Hall & Carolyn Dobson
Eileen A. Vitone
Elena & Ron Krause

Hirotoshi & Akiko Yamamura
Julie Dobson
Kay Schaffer & Irwin Horowitz
Marshall & Merle Goldman
Paul Barry & Grace Hebard
Peter Semenach
Phoebe Cushman & Joel Auslander
Susan Hart
Wilhelm Muller
Will Bain
Gregg & Anna Howe
Rebecca Bowman
Roger & Nancy Howe
Tara & Brian Shuman
Francoise Costa
Sarah & William Lange
Mike Grodsky
Cristin Burke
Peter & Christina Yu
Richard & Priscilla Thurer
Alex Minier & Laura Myerburg 
Minier
Jack & Jane Bardon
Redding Cates & Lina Assad
Ed & Karyl Blair
Amy McGoldrick
Beverley Bolt
Charles Short
Christine Martens
Ciara & Danny Brogan
Cynthia Plambeck

Dennis & Lorraine Kruse
Jim & Ursula D'Angelo
Joanne & Jerry Schirm
Ludmilla & Michael Clarke
Michael Cotter
Michael O'Neill
Richard & Jean Spees
Richard Marshall
Rob & Wendy Cronin
Rolf Muller
Sarah Cook
Scott Marinoff
Sue Wise & David Trumpler
Victoria Gall
Walter & Mildred Alvarez
Winthrop Ruml
Scott Lee
Chelsea Johnson & Andrew Wild
Katherine & Wade Kragtorp
Nancy Kachel
William & Rachel Foster
Jennifer Simon Halai & Sameer 
Halai
Ginny & Jeremy Winter
Megan Yuenger
Sari Long & Christopher Miller
Jessica Martin-Williams
Sam & Kim Gaetz
Carmen Drickey
Anne Feigus & Alan Aviles
Daniel & Kathy Druckman

John & Susan Bradford
Sarah & Chad Thornberry
Neil & Simona Howe
Sarah Mattingly
Ed & Jane Foster
Robert & Christine Meade
Joseph & Deborah Motto
John Talbot & Anne Lang
Margot & J.D. Garcia
Colleen & Vernon Gauron
Jill Miller
Harold & Cecile Weaver
Karl & Michelle Garcia
Sarah Trafton
Timothy Moench
Sharon Sugarek
Jacqueline & Kirk Weaver
Don & Dotti Long
Sarah Hutchison
Justin Long
Swathi Balasubramanian
Kenneth & Jean Lee
Kenyon & Susannah Weaver
Craig & Mary Miller
DJ Baker
Michael Cavey
Brad & Amy Camp
Kyle & Susan Weaver
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2010 Donors



Honor Spingarn/Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship
A four-year academic scholarship for outstanding young Turkmen who have demonstrated exceptional leadership potential. This 
scholarship also provides for a preparatory year of school if it is determined the recipient needs this support to succeed at university.
  
Foundation Curriculum 
A five-year colloquium of readings and response questions taught by 
Foundation volunteers focused on themes including critical thinking, 
leadership and Western political thought. Required for all scholarship 
recipients while enrolled in university during their preparatory year.

Turkmen Mentors Program
Matches college graduates with Turkmen high school students for a 
one-year mentoring program designed to assist the student in 
applying to college. This program pays for participants to take the 
TOEFL and SAT tests and provides them with preparation materials 
for these tests.  

Community Development
Provides small grants ($50–$1000) to support community development 
projects in Turkmenistan. Projects include youth camps, seminars, 
baseball tournaments, English language camps and more.

Karakum Scholars Roundtable
The Karakum Scholars Roundtable is a yearly conference held in various locations for 
college students from Turkmenistan. Participants focus on community service, civic 
participation and social-capital management.  Conference participants receive a fund to 
implement their own community service projects following the conference.

Turkmen College Guide
This reference guide is produced annually by and for Turkmen students who wish to 
study in American universities.  The College Guide give first-hand accounts of 
American university life from the perspective of Turkmen students, lists colleges at 
which international students have the best chance of receiving financial aid and 
highlights those schools with strong Central Asian programs.  

Turkmen students participating in a summer camp.   
Photo by Sarah Hendel.
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TYCVF Core Programs



Tim Moench joined the Turkmen Mentors 
Program as a Mentor in 2010. He and his wife 

Dannette had previously hosted Turkmen FLEX 
students in their home and were eager to be 
involved in the life of another young Turkmen. 
Tim was matched with Sabina, a high school 
student in Mary, Turkmenistan. Throughout the 
year, Tim mentored Sabina as she applied to 
university, studied for the TOEFL exam and made 
plans for college. They communicate almost every 
other week and Sabina is now preparing to study 
at Language Institute in Belarus.

Sabina

Tim & Dannette
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Turkmen Mentors Program

Launched in May 2010 by former Executive Director 
Kenyon Weaver, the first round of the Turkmen Mentors 

Program successfully matched 19 mentors and mentees. 
Mentors included returned Peace Corps Volunteers from 
Turkmenistan, teachers, development workers and lawyers.

The program, which matches Turkmen students interested in 
studying at colleges and universities abroad with American 
and Turkmen college graduates, aims to equip student 
participants with skills to prepare them for standardized 
testing and the college application process.

Throughout the year, students and mentors communicate via 
e-mail and Skype to discuss a range of topics related to the 
college application process.  Along with guidance from a 
mentor over the year, the Foundation provides student 
participants with test preparation materials and funding for 
the TOEFL and SAT exams.

2010 Program Managers:   Casey Farrar & Shan Shi



Honor Springarn/MLK Scholars

Every scholarship 
receiver or any 

other student might 
say: “I always 
dreamed about 
studying at 
University.” I have 
never dreamt about 
studying, I couldn’t 
imagine that there 
was a chance for me 
to get an education and financial aid. 

During my studies at secondary school in my 
home city Dashoguz, I submitted an 
application to the Honor Spingarn/MLK 
Scholarships in the hope of being the lucky 
one who might be chosen. I did win, 
becoming the recipient of the Scholarship. 
This allowed me to further my studies as well 
as travel to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

It’s difficult to find the words to explain how 
it feels to have your life turn around 180 
degrees.  A future, an opportunity I didn’t 
even dream about, became real.  The 
objectives of the Honor Spingarn/MLK 
Scholarships will live within us and will 
flourish in the future when we will be 
making a huge impact on our societies. 

The period of my life I spent serving in the 
army and later struggling for a job 

predispose me to possess an unflagging 
loyalty toward my dream to graduate from 
university. I strive for a higher education as it 
is my chance to live my life and to prosper 
with dignity. 

I haven’t decided yet what kind of service 
would be more helpful to provide for my 
community after graduation from university, 
but I am sure the university will raise me as a 
capable and competent person who will be 
able to make difference.  

There are some difficult days ahead because 
good studying is never an easy process but 
with the support and encouragement of the 

Foundation I do and 
will thrive in the 
educational 
environment.

When I was a child, my mother told 
me: “We grow great by dreams. All 

big men are dreamers.” In fact, all our lives 
are divided into several steps, and on each 
step one has different dreams. It is hard to 
deny the fact that a good education is more 
than just a dream; it is the apotheosis of our 
young people. And I am not an exception.

AUBG turned out to become the place where 
I can discover new horizons for my future. 
Every day here is a new lesson that I would 
never learn at home.  I would never have 
them without TYCVF scholarship that gave 
me this wonderful opportunity. 

I am happy to say that without this 
university I would be half the person I am 

today. I am 
thankful for this 
every single 
opportunity I can 
experience here.
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2010 Program Manager:   Ginny Winter

Dovran B.

Natasha A .

Ruslan L.



The Foundation Curriculum — a guided multi-year program 
developed for winners of the Honor Spingarn/Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Scholarship — currently has three participating 
Scholars and four volunteer Curriculum Advisors. The Scholars' 
university education offers much that is new and intellectually 
invigorating, and the Foundation Curriculum seeks to enhance that 
experience through five sets of readings and assignments.

These topics elicit universal themes — notably critical thinking, 
political theory, civil society, and peacemaking —  that resonate with 
the Scholars’ experiences and education. It is hoped that the topics, 
along with their associated study materials and assignments, will 
help the Scholars practice making connections between their 
academic achievement and the world around them.

The readings are challenging — including works by ancient 
philosophers, modern novelists, inspiring leaders and intellectual 
giants of all ages — and the associated assignments demand 
attention and critical thought. Despite material that would test most 
American college graduates, the current Scholars are impressive in 
their ability to not merely comprehend the readings but grapple with 
their intricate and complicated subject matter.
 
Curriculum Advisors Silas Dean, Halley Darigan, Dennis Duffy, and 
Jason Bart – supporting Natasha A., Ruslan L., and Dovran B. 
respectively — have proved marvelously adept at implementing 
their Curriculum years and are on the front lines of advancing the 
Foundation’s core values among the highest-performing youth of 
Turkmenistan. Their service will benefit not only their Scholars, but 
also the communities in Turkmenistan which the Scholars will 
enhance and empower upon their return.

                                                         

Natalya A ., 2009 Honor Springarn/MLK Scholar and 
Nazik M ., volunteer on Diversity Day at AUCA
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Foundation Curriculum



Karakum Scholars Roundtable

Although officially opened in 2009, the Karakum Scholars 
Roundtable project really kicked off in 2010 with the First 

Annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable, held in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan on March 19-22, 2010.  Eighteen undergraduate 
students from Turkmenistan participated in the Roundtable and 
over the course of four days worked their way through sessions 
on practical methods of project development and management, 
and the theoretical basis underlying our ideas of “community” 
and “civil society.”

The Roundtable’s trainers, Kenyon Weaver and Isaac 
Scarborough, led participants through discussion sessions on 
these topics and practical activities aimed at boosting their 
leadership, negotiation and project management skills.
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2010 Program Manager:   Issac Scarborough

At the conference’s close, participants elected a five-
member “Projects Committee” that was tasked with 
applying $2000 in funding from TYCVF towards small-
scale development projects in Turkmenistan or amongst 
Turkmen diasporas elsewhere.

The Projects Committee ultimately chose to fund two 
projects, the first was an English summer camp outside 
of Turkmenabat, Turkmenistan.  As a result of the 
Project Committee’s efforts, 65 school-age children were 
able to take part in a ten-day camp stressing leadership 
skills and English language practice.

In the fall of 2010, the Projects Committee put the skills 
they had learned both at the Roundtable and over the 
course of managing the summer camp to good use in the 
organization of a two-day public speaking and debate 
conference held at AUCA in Bishkek.



Community Development

The Community Development Program offers small grants 
($50–$1000) to fund projects that seek to strengthen civil society in 

Turkmenistan. Funded projects have ranged from summer baseball 
tournaments to community theatre programs. Turkmen Mentor 
Program participant Muhtabar K. implemented one of the most 
successful projects funded by the 2010 Community Development 
Program. Muhtabar organized a weeklong workshop entitled 
"Leadership and Professional Skills Camp for Girls from 
Underprivileged Families" for fifteen girls ages 14–16 from various 
towns in Turkmenistan’s Dashoguz region. The project aimed to 
develop leadership, critical thinking and professional skills of girls who 
would otherwise not have access to the sort of resources needed to 
prosper in an ever changing world.

Muhtabar sought the support of her local American Corner resource 
center, which provided with her the space, computer equipment, and 
the learning materials, needed to carry out the project.  The workshop 
participants benefited from the knowledge and experience of the 
facilitators who volunteered their time to this endeavor.  They 
instructed participants on basic computer skills, how to conduct internet 
searches, resume writing, interviewing skills and prepared them for 
future employment in an office environment.

Workshop participants conducted research about the culture, history 
and traditions of other countries and shared this information with their 
peers through a series of presentations.  This sort of activity promoted 
great creativity and encouraged the participants to practice their public 
speaking skills.

As a result of the project, participants from remote areas of northern 
Turkmenistan learned skills that will be useful in their personal and 
professional development by being exposed to new ideas and concepts. 
 Their instructors became their mentors.  These young minds are the 
architects of Turkmenistan’s future.
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 2010 Program Managers: Luisa Angelsmith & Casey Farrar

Team build ing exercise for Turkmen girls.
Photo by Sarah Hendel.


